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HASLEMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Public  Health  Department, 
Millmead  House, 

Guildford. 

August,  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Haslemere  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1956. 

The  population  has  increased  very  slightly,  but  there  has  in 
fact  been  a very  slow  change  over  the  last  20  years.  In  1937  the 
ML  j population  was  9,500,  in  1947  11,240,  and  in  1957  11,730.  This  is 
a gain  of  23  per  cent,  in  20  years.  The  number  of  occupied  houses 
has  increased  by  as  much  as  31  per  cent.,  the  corresponding  figures 
jbeing  2,667  in  J937>  2,940  in  1947,  and  over  3,500  in  1957.  If 
these  figures  mean  anything  they  must  point  to  better  living 
standards,  better  economic  conditions,  better  housing,  and  no  doubt 
better  health  amongst  the  population.  This  applies  generally  over 
the  country,  but  I think  that  the  figures  in  Haslemere  are  rather 
striking.  The  rateable  value  has  nearly  doubled  from  £121,000  in 
I937  to  £231,000  in  1957,  which  is  largely  due  to  revaluation,  but 
j the  product  of  a penny  rate  has  also  doubled,  i.e.,  in  1937  it  was 
£460,  whereas  it  is  now  £942. 

The  number  of  births  and  the  Birth  Rate  are  both  a little 

I higher  this  year,  and  show  some  recovery  from  the  depression  fol- 
lowing the  abnormal  war  years — the  peak  Birth  Rate  was  20.91 
per  1,000  in  1947.  The  present  figure  of  13.33  is  considerably 
below  the  average  for  the  country  as  a whole,  which  is  15.7,  but 
we  know  that  the  population  of  Haslemere  tends  to  be  rather  older 
I than  average,  and  that  the  Birth  Rate  must  be  low.  The  Infant 
( Mortality  Rate  is  quite  good  at  25.32  per  1,000  live  births — a little 
1 above  the  general  average,  but  the  figures  are  small,  and  small 
I variations  are  exaggerated  when  converted  to  the  thousand  rate. 
The  Death  Rate  continues  rather  lower  than  for  the  country 
as  a whole,  and  there  are  no  special  points  worth  mentioning. 
There  was  some  increase  in  deaths  due  to  chest  troubles,  possibly 
due  to  the  bad  summer  last  year. 

This  is  probably  the  first  year  we  have  ever  been  able  to  record 
no  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  Although  the  number  of  deaths  each 
1 year  has  never  been  great,  averaging  perhaps  4,  it  is  remarkable  to 
(record  none  at  all.  Many  tuberculosis  cases  in  Haslemere  are  not 
lof  local  origin,  but  are  people  moving  in  to  the  district.  Last  year 
'the  number  of  these  was  smaller  than  ever  before,  being  only  4. 
iThe  number  on  the  tuberculosis  register  is  actually  falling  now, 
Jlnew  cases  notified  in  the  last  two  years  being  fewer  than  ever 
(before.  This  is  not  a matter  for  complacency;  tuberculosis  is  still 


one  of  the  great  killing  diseases,  and  produces  much  misery  and 
distress.  There  is  perhaps  greater  need  even  than  before  to  use  all 
methods  of  detection,  such  as  mass  miniature  radiography,  and  also  ; 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  Good  housing  and  economic 
conditions  are  of  the  very  greatest  importance  in  this  connection. 

There  were  no  epidemics  in  1956.  The  figures  for  infectious 
disease  are  small  by  comparison  with  1955,  mainly  because  there 
was  no  measles  epidemic,  and  only  one  outbreak  of  food  poisoning. 
Haslemere  has  been  fortunate  in  being  singularly  free  from  polio- 
myelitis for  several  years,  only  one  case  having  been  notified  in  the 
past  three  years.  It  may  be  that,  with  the  absence  of  infection 
amongst  the  population,  there  will  be  a greater  susceptibility  and 
the  risk  therefore  greater  if  infection  should  be  introduced.  On  the 
other  hand,  a comparison  made  within  recent  years  between  an 
industrial  city,  with  many  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  and  a rural  part 
of  Wales,  where  polio  had  not  been  known  for  some  years,  showed 
that  the  level  of  antibodies  in  the  blood  of  the  two  populations 
differed  very  little.  This  may  be  reassuring  that  Haslemere  people 
may  not  be  more  susceptible  despite  the  absence  of  infection  in 
recent  years.  The  protection  that  is  now  offered  by  vaccination 
against  poliomyelitis,  even  on  the  limited  scale  available,  should 
be  accepted  without  hesitation.  It  is  hoped  that  before  very  long 
vaccination  will  be  freely  available  to  all,  so  that  the  population  as 
a whole  may  be  protected,  instead  of,  as  at  present,  merely  a few 
individuals  in  the  population. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  changing  pattern  of  infections. 
Twenty  years  ago  three  infectious  diseases  always  present  in  our 
minds  were  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and  tuberculosis;  measles  and 
whooping  cough  at  that  time  were  not  notifiable.  Nowadays  diph- 
theria is  a rarity,  and  there  has  been  none  in  Haslemere  for  nine 
years.  Scarlet  fever  in  its  typical  form  is  a rarity,  and  I have 
already  noted  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  this  year. 
The  dominant  infectious  diseases  that  give  us  most  concern  to-day 
are  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  the  dysenteries.  It  seems 
that  we  are  on  a fair  way  to  mastering  poliomyelitis  by  preventive 
vaccination.  Food  poisoning  and  dysentery  are  largely  matters  of 
hygiene,  and  are  literally  in  the  hands  of  the  general  public  them- 
selves. Increasing  efforts  are  being  made  to  educate  the  public 
in  these  matters  and  to  secure  improved  hygienic  conditions  where 
food  is  served. 

I desire  to  express  my  special  thanks  to  my  Deputy,  Dr. 
Pollock,  and  to  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  loyalty  and 
help  in  a year  rendered  specially  difficult  by  my  own  prolonged 
illness.  I am  grateful  also  for  the  cordial  relations  that  always 
exist  with  the  staffs  of  other  departments,  and  with  the  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  HAINE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
THE  AREA 


SUMMARY 


OF 


Area  in  Acres  

Estimated  resident  population  in  July  (estimate 

supplied  by  Registrar-General)  

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December)  ac- 
cording to  Rate  Books  (including  shop  dwell- 
ings)   

Rateable  Value  as  at  April  ist,  1957  

A sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (estimated) 
Number  of  Births  (legitimate  and  illegitimate)  ... 
Birth-Rate  (actual)  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Birth-Rate  (after  correction  by  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Comparability  Factor) 

Number  of  Still  Births 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  

Death-Rate  (actual)  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Death-Rate  (after  correction  by  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Comparability  Factor) 

Natural  increase  of  population  during  year  by 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  ... 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age  of 

one  year)  

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

I Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 

of,  child-birth  

Death-Rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation 

Death-Rate  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  per 
1,000  of  the  population 

Death-Rate  from  Bronchitis  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

Death-Rate  from  Measles  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation 

Death-Rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases:  Smallpox;  Whooping-cough, 

Measles;  Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diar- 
rhoea; Diphtheria;  Scarlet  Fever  and 
"Fever”  (Typhoid,  Enteric  and  Typhus), 

per  1,000  of  the  population  

Death-Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per 
1,000  of  the  population 
|Death-Rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation 

jDeath-Rate  from  Heart  Disease  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

'Death-Rate  from  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  per 
1,000  of  the  population 


1956 

5,751 

11,730 


3,527 

£218,848 

£942 

158 

13.47 

13.33 

3 

149 

12.70 

10.16 

9 

4 

25.32 

Nil 

0.08 

1.02 

0.43 

0.00 


0.08 


0.00 


2.39 

3.24 


0.00 


1955 

5.751 

11.750 


3.503 

^231,822 

£910 

147 

12.51 

12.26 

5 

140 
11. 91 

9.17 

7 

5 

34.01 

Nil 

0.51 

0-34 

0-34 

0.00 


0.00 

0.51 

2-55 

4.08 

0.08 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births: 

Legitimate  

70 

79 

149 

Illegitimate 

3 

6 

9 

Birth-Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population)  

13.47 

1955  

12.51 

For  the  five  years,  1951  to  1955 

13.32 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate  ...  

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  

18.63 

1955  

34.01 

Deaths  (net)  ...  

68 

81 

149 

1955  

71 

69 

140 

Death-Rate  ...  ...  

12.70 

Death-Rate,  1955  ...  

11  91 

For  the  five  years,  1951  to  1955 

12.68 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and 

Abortion 

Nil 

1955  

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

0.00 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

3 

1 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 

1 

— 

1 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

25.32 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

20.13 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  

111.11 

COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  AND  DEATH-RATES 

The  following  Table  shows  the  birth  and  death-rates  per  1,000 
of  the  population  for  the  District,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  for 
1955  and  1956. 


Annual  Rates  per  1,000  of 
the  Population 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1,000 

Deaths  from 
Pregnancy. 
Childbirth  & 
Abortion  per 

Birth-Rate 

Death-Rate 

live  births 

1.000  total  (live 
and  still)  births 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

1956 

1955 

Haslemere  .. 
U.D. — Crude 

13  47 

12.51 

12.70 

11.91 

25  32 

34.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Comp. 

13  33 

12.26 

10.16 

9.17 

— 

— 

— 

- 

England  and 
Wales 

15.7 

15.0 

11.7 

11.7 

23.8 

24.9 

0,56 

0.64 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (ALL  AGES),  1956 
(Figures  supplied  by  Registrar-General) 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

I Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3 

5 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

1 

5 

,,  ,,  breast  

— 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

1 Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

4 

13 

I Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

— 

1 

1 Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

ji  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

15 

23 

| Coronary  disease,  angina 

15 

13 

28 

H Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1}  Other  heart  disease  ... 

5 

5 

10 

jj  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

11 

14 

H Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

||  Pneumonia  

4 

8 

12 

H Bronchitis 

2 

3 

5 

H Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

| Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

— 

1 

l|  Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

l|  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

II  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

r|  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

El  Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

||  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

8 

13 

It  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

| All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

1 Suicide  ...  

2 

— 

2 

N Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

— 

— 

‘ J Totals 

68 

81 

149 

m 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  Examinations. — The  service  provided  is,  as  has 
been  stated  before,  very  valuable  and  very  much  appreciated.  It 
is  especially  useful  in  the  investigation  of  infectious  disease  out- 
breaks in  institutions.  The  rapidity  with  which  one  can  get  reports 
and  the  freedom  of  consultation  with  the  bacteriologist  are  ex- 
tremely valuable. 

The  number  of  examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  the  Haslemere  Urban  District  was: 

Examination  of  faeces  150 

Swabs  (?  haemolytic  streptococcal  infections)  ...  180 

Analysis  of  milk  samples  ...  ...  ...  206 

Water  Analysis. — The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
66,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.i,  undertake  the  examination 
(both  chemical  and  bacteriological)  of  samples  of  water.  The 
number  examined  during  1956  was  45. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(i)  Ambulances  available  for  Accident  Cases  and  cases  of  a 
Non-Inf ectious  character. 


Address  of  Ambulance  Station 

No.  of 
Ambulances 

Telephone 

Number 

County  Ambulance  Service: 

Sub-Station  at  Sicklemill, 
Haslemere. 

2 

Haslemere 

1212 

(ii)  Ambulances  available  for  cases  of  Infectious  Disease: 


Name  of  Authority 

No.  of 
Ambu- 
lances 

Address  of 
Ambulance  Station 

Telephone 

Number 

iFarnham  Group 

3 Ambu- 
lances 

2 sitting 
case  cars 

Carried  out  by  the 

Farnham 

Hospital  Manage- 

Farnham Ambulance 

6749 

ment  Committee. 

Station. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Midwives. — There  are  4 Midwives  practising  in  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict supervised  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  They  are 
distributed  in  the  following  parishes: 

Haslemere 2 Hindhead  (covered  by 

Shottermill  1 Churt  Nurse)  ...  1 

District  Nurses. — Four  District  Nurses  serve  the  District.  This 
service  is  administered  by  the  County  Nursing  Assocation. 

Health  Visitors. — There  are  2 County  Health  Visitors  in  the 
District  who  visit  homes  under  the  School  Medical,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Services: 

(a)  Hindhead. 

(b)  Shottermill,  Haslemere. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Centres  within  the  District  are 

as  set  out  in  the  table  below: 


Centre 

Address 

Days  of  Centre 

Haslemere 

Quedley,  Vicarage 

Lane,  Haslemere. 

1st,  3rd  and  5th 
Tuesdays — p.m. 
Eye  & Dental — 
by  appointment. 

Hindhead 

Congregational  Chapel 

Every  Friday — 

(Beacon  Hill) 

Rooms,  Hindhead. 

Doctor  (2nd  and 
4th  only). 

Haslemere  Hall 

Bridge  Street,  Hasle- 
mere. 

2nd  and  4th  Tues- 
days 

A Centre  for  distribution  of  orange  juice,  dried  milk,  etc.,  is 
held  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Gilbert,  14,  Hatchett’s  Drive,  Haslemere, 
for  the  benefit  of  residents  at  Woolmer  Hill  Housing  Estate. 


1 


Ante-Natal  Clinic. — Held  at  St.  George's  Wood  Annexe 
(Haslemere  Hospital)  on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and 
Fridays  at  2 p.m. 
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Chest  Clinics. 


Dispen- 

sary. 

Address 

Day  and  Time  of 
Attendance 

Guildford  ... 

Tower  House,  Epsom 

Mondays,  1.10  to  3.50  p.m. 

Road,  Guildford 

Wednesdays,  1.10  to  3.50  p.m. 
Fridays,  9.10  to  11.50  a.m. 

Refill  Clinic 

Guildford  

Thursdays,  4.30  to  6 p.m. 

Milford 

Milford  

1st  and  3rd  Fridays,  1.45  to 

Chest  Clinic 

4.30  p.m.;  2nd  and  4th  Wed- 
nesdays, 2.45  to  4.30  p.m. 

Refill  Clinic 

Milford  

Sundays  and  Tuesdays,  10  a.m. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. — A Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal  Surrey 
County  Hospital,  Guildford,  four  days  weekly,  as  follows: 

Mondays  (Females)  3-7  p.m. 

Thursdays  (Females)  ...  ...  ...  9. 30-11  a.m. 

Tuesdays  (Males)  5-7  p.m. 

Fridays  (Males)  5-7  p.m. 

Family  Planning. — The  Family  Planning  Clinic  at  St.  Luke's 
Hospital,  Guildford,  is  held  every  Friday  evening. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  serving  the  Haslemere  Urban  District  are: 

General: 

Haslemere  and  District  Hospital,  Haslemere,  68  beds, 
14  maternity  beds. 

Infectious  Disease: 

Green  Lane  Hospital,  Farnham,  68  beds  (40  chronic  beds 
and  28  fever  beds) . 

MORTUARIES. 

The  Council  maintains  a mortuary  at  Sicklemill.  No  bodies 
were  received  there  during  1956. 

Post  mortem  facilities  are  available  at  the  Haslemere  Hospital. 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED  AND  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT, 
1948,  Section  47. 

The  care  of  old  people  is  becoming  one  of  the  major  problems 
of  the  present  day.  As  the  slum  clearance  programme  proceeds 
more  and  more  old  people  will  be  affected,  since  many  of  them  live 
in  old,  unsatisfactory  dwellings.  Very  great  care  is  needed  in 
arranging  their  removal  to  new  houses.  They  do  not  stand  the 
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upset  of  removal  very  well:  the  loss  of  routine,  of  familiar  sur- 
roundings and  near  neighbours  is  keenly  felt. 

In  these  matters  the  assistance  of  voluntary  organisations  can 
be  very  considerable.  An  enormous  amount  of  voluntary  help  is 
available,  both  on  a county  level  and  by  local  arrangements.  There 
is  still  need  for  closer  co-operation  of  all  the  voluntary  help:  so 
often  one  finds  aged  persons  in  need  of  help  and  quite  unaware  that 
it  can  be  obtained  for  the  asking.  Among  the  voluntary  organisa- 
tions who  may  visit  old  people  there  are  the  local  voluntary  bodies 
such  as  the  Good  Companions  Club,  a small  committee  for  Old 
People’s  Welfare,  and  the  British  Red  Cross  and  St.  John.  In 
addition  there  are  many  official  visitors.  Co-operation  is  obviously 
necessary  to  ensure  adequate  help  but  avoiding  over-visiting,  which 
may  be  as  bad  for  the  old  people  as  insufficient  visiting. 

BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the 
local  authority  is  responsible  for  securing  the  burial  or  cremation  of 
the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died,  or  has  been  found  dead  in 
their  area,  where  no  suitable  arrangements  are  made  by  any  other 
person.  During  1956,  two  cases  were  so  dealt  with  in  this  district. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Both  public  water  supplies  continue  to  be  of  a very  high  stan- 
dard. The  Haslemere  U.D.C.  Supply  was  sampled  monthly,  in 
accordance  with  the  established  routine,  and  the  results  were  con- 
sistently satisfactory.  The  supplementary  spring  is  also  sampled 
regularly  to  ensure  that  it  is  satisfactory  should  it  be  necessary  to 
take  it  into  use.  The  regular  sampling  of  the  Wey  Valley  Water 
Company’s  supply  was  also  continued,  and  this,  too,  was  shown  to 
be  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  By  mutual  agreement,  copies 
of  our  sample  reports  and  those  taken  by  the  Company  are 
exchanged. 

The  national  policy  now  is  to  amalgamate  the  small  water 
undertakings.  The  supply  is  of  excellent  quality  and  purity,  and 
is  very  cheap.  Amalgamation  with  any  adjoining  water  undertak- 
ing cannot  improve  the  quality  of  the  supply,  cannot  assist  any 
other  water  supply,  and  will  only  result  in  an  increased  cost  to  con- 
sumers. 

FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER. 

A survey  has  been  made  of  the  amount  of  fluorine  in  the  two 
public  water  supplies  in  the  district.  In  both  cases  it  falls  short  of 
0.1  parts  per  million,  which  appears  to  be  the  desirable  amount  for 
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sur-  the  formation  of  good  enamel  and  prevention  of  dental  caries  in 
growing  children.  The  fluorine  content  of  the  Haslemere  U.D.C. 
can  supply  is  between  0.04  and  0:09  parts  per  million,  while  the  Wey 
pis  Valley  Water  Company’s  supply  is  usually  about  0.09  p.p.m. 

There  are  three  controlled  experiments  proceeding  at  the  pre- 
sent time  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  may  be  that  in  the 
m light  of  that  experience  the  amount  of  fluorine  in  drinking  waters 
lisa-  generally  may  be  increased  artificially. 

qu  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Another  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  the  Hindhead-Beacon  Hill 
area  was  prepared,  and  seemed  on  the  point  of  being  settled.  Un- 
fortunately, as  on  so  many  previous  occasions,  the  whole  scheme 
when  fully  prepared  was  dropped  in  the  hope  that  a better  and 
cheaper  scheme  could  be  devised.  Various  schemes  for  dealing  with 
the  area  have  been  examined  by  experts  during  the  past  40  years, 
and  it  must  by  now  be  obvious  that  there  are  no  short  cuts  and  no 
cheap  solution  to  the  problem.  Serious  nuisances  due  to  the  lack 
of  main  drainage  are  of  common  occurrence,  and  the  need  for  the 
sewerage  scheme  becomes  ever  more  urgent. 

The  existing  Sewage  Works  continued  satisfactory,  as  before. 
The  effluent  from  the  Shottermill  works  maintained  a satisfactory 
level  following  modification  of  the  works  to  allow  recirculation  of 
the  effluent,  introduced  last  year.  There  was  a breakdown  of  the 
sludge-pump  at  the  Grayswood  works  in  November,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  only  remedy  was  the  installation  of  a new  pump. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

The  cesspool  emptying  service  has  continued  satisfactorily. 
The  contents  are  discharged  to  sewers  at  special  disposal  points,  or 
direct  into  the  Shottermill  Sewage  Works. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  service  has  continued  satisfactorily. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  number  of  observations  for  smoke  or  fume  nuisances  made 
during  the  year  was  43. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  cases  of  bug  infestation  came  to  our  notice  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING 

The  first  year  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  now  j 
passed.  The  number  of  properties  scheduled  in  the  5-year  pro- 
gramme is  80,  and  it  was  hoped  that  we  should  be  able  to  deal  with  j 
them  steadily  at  16  per  year.  Only  9,  however,  were  dealt  with 
during  the  first  year. 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  completion  of  the  5-year  pro- 
gramme will  not  eliminate  all  bad  houses.  Deterioration  is  a con- 
stant process,  and  at  the  end  of  five  years  more  houses  will  have 
deteriorated  so  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  This  will  continue  so 
long  as  owners  cannot  obtain  rent  from  property  sufficient  to  main- 
tain  it  in  good  repair. 

The  pressure  of  applications  for  rehousing  is  still  considerable, 
although  not  as  great  as  elsewhere  since  we  have  not  the  problems 
of  a rapidly  increasing  population  nor  the  frequent  changes  which 
are  common  in  some  industrial  areas.  Many  houses  in  the  district 
require  reconditioning,  but  it  is  impossible  for  such  work  to  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily  while  they  are  occupied;  the  solution  is 
some  sort  of  temporary  accommodation  to  which  families  could  be 
transferred  while  the  work  is  done,  and  something  on  these  lines 
should  not  be  difficult  of  attainment. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Details  of  milk  supplies  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector. 
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FRESH  CREAM 

There  are  no  standards  laid  down  for  cream,  and  of  course 
there  are  many  different  ways  of  preparing  it  for  sale;  for  example 
it  may  be  pasteurised  after  separation,  or  separated  after  the  whole 
is  pasteurised.  Samples  have  been  examined  for  the  presence  of 
faecal  coli,  in  order  to  get  a general  picture  of  the  standard. 


Total  number  of  samples 
taken,  1956. 

18 


Number  containing 
faecal  coli. 

7 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and  I 
am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  in- 

Irt 


- 


formation  in  the  table  below  showing  the  number  of  samples 
analysed  and  action  taken  in  respect  of  the  district  during  the  year. 


Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated 

Irregular 

or 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

FOOD: 

Milk  

21 

11 

32 

1 

1 

Soft  Drink  

— 

1 

1 

Sausages  

— 

2 

2 

DRUGS: 

Seidlitz  Powders 

B.P.C. 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

21 

15 

36 

1 

— 

1 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

These  Regulations  are  a serious  and  comprehensive  attempt  to 
raise  general  standards  of  hygiene  throughout  the  whole  range  of 
food  handling  and  preparation.  They  cover,  broadly,  food  at  all 
stages,  except  milk  and  cream,  i.e.,  preparation,  transport,  sale, 
wrapping  and  delivery,  and  require,  for  the  first  time,  systematic 
inspection  of  all  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  consumption 
or  exposed  for  sale.  They  apply,  amongst  other  places,  to  cafes, 
hotels,  restaurants,  mobile  canteens  and  every  place  where  food  is 
sold  or  served,  but  slaughterhouses,  warehouses  and  cold  stores  are 
excluded. 

The  Regulations  came  into  force  on  January  ist,  but  an  addi- 
tional period  of  six  months  to  July  ist  was  allowed  for  structural 
alterations  where  required. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

GENERAL. 

There  is  very  little  of  importance  to  note  for  1956.  It  was  not 
a measles  epidemic  year,  nor  were  there  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
— as  in  1955 — to  swell  the  number  of  notifiable  diseases.  This  is  the 
ninth  consecutive  year  in  which  we  have  had  no  diphtheria,  and  we 
were  fortunate  in  having  another  year  free  from  poliomyelitis. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  cases  notified: 


Disease 

1956 

1955 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

_ 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia  .. 

5 

— ■ 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

5 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

45 

132 

Measles 

14 

129 

Whooping-cough  

— 

5 

Dysentery 

6 

10 

Totals 

77 

281 

FOOD  POISONING. 

The  45  cases  of  food  poisoning  all  occurred  in  one  institutional 
outbreak  in  a boys’  residential  school.  The  symptoms  were  of 
sudden  onset:  vomiting,  rapidly  followed  by  colic  and,  in  about 
half  the  cases,  by  diarrhoea.  Symptoms  persisted  for  24  hours  and 
then  subsided  rapidly.  In  no  case  was  the  illness  serious.  The 
majority  of  cases  occurred  on  one  day,  but  a few  others  developed 
up  to  24,  36  and  even  48  hours  later.  Only  in  the  odd,  exceptional 
case  was  there  any  temperature. 

The  outbreak  seemed  unquestionably  to  be  food  poisoning, 
but  there  was  some  element  of  doubt  that  perhaps  it  was  infectious 
virus  vomiting.  No  causal  organism  was  discovered  in  the  victims, 
nor  in  specimens  of  food  examined.  Investigation  brought  some 
tinned  Bulgarian  tomatoes  under  suspicion,  and  one  unopened, 
defective  tin  was  found.  Laboratory  examination  showed  the 
presence  of  yeasts  in  this  tin,  from  the  remains  of  tomatoes  in  other 
tins  used  in  the  suspected  meal — which  was  breakfast,  5 hours 
before  onset  of  the  first  case — and  in  one  specimen  of  vomit  from 
a sufferer. 

INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE. 

This  disease  affected  quite  a large  number  of  people,  prin- 
cipally chidren,  in  the  Hindhead-Beacon  Hill  area  especially.  It 
was  not  possible  to  discover  the  cause. 

Very  little  is  known  about  the  disease.  It  is  not  usually  a 
serious  illness,  but  jaundice  is  always  a most  depressing  and  debili- 
tating disease,  even  in  children. 
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OUTBREAKS  IN  NURSERIES  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 

Haslemere  has  a great  many  County  Council  nurseries,  indeed 
more  than  most  districts,  especially  for  its  size.  Sickness,  especially 
: infectious  disease,  is  more  prevalent  in  a child's  early  years  than 
later.  It  is  much  more  likely  to  occur  in  institutions  than  in  private 
homes,  and  when  it  does  is  on  a larger  scale.  These  facts  must  be 
borne  in  mind  when  discussing  the  very  frequent  difficulties  and 
infectious  diseases  in  these  nurseries. 
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1956  was  a remarkably  good  year,  indeed  better  than  for  a 
long  time  past.  Improvements  have  been  made  in  certain  of  the 
nurseries,  and  safeguards  and  precautions  instituted  over  admission 
of  new  cases.  One  hesitates,  however,  to  claim,  on  one  year's 
figures,  that  these  factors  have  effected  a permanent  change  for  the 
better. 

Grey  Gables  Nursery  was  put  in  quarantine  twice — in  spring 
and  autumn — for  haemolytic  streptococcal  throat  infections  (Scarlet 
Fever) . Both  occurrences  originated  in  members  of  the  staff.  The 
sufferers,  and  all  others  found  to  be  carrying  the  germ  in  throat  or 
nose,  were  removed  to  isolation  hospital,  and  we  were  fortunate  in 
having  no  further  spread. 

Ardquin  Nursery  was  in  quarantine  for  six  weeks  in  the  autumn 
because  of  Sonne  dysentery,  which  spread  through  the  whole  nurs- 
ing staff  and  children  alike.  This  disease  spreads  like  magic  and 
is  most  difficult  to  control,  and,  although  really  more  of  a nuisance 
than  a disease  in  older  people,  must  be  taken  seriously  when  it 
affects  young  children. 

There  is  usually  some  little  trouble  with  infection  at  Marchant’s 
Hill  Camp,  which  is  used  by  the  London  County  Council.  Children 
are  usually  there  for  only  a few  weeks  at  a time,  and  the  frequent 
changes  naturally  result  in  fresh  infections  being  brought  into  the 
camp.  The  main  outbreak  this  year  was  of  haemolytic  streptococcal 
throat  infections,  which  occurred  in  April.  It  was  not  serious,  and 
no  case  was  really  ill.  The  infection  was  known  to  be  fairly  widely 
broadcast  among  the  general  public  at  the  time.  There  was  a case 
of  chickenpox  at  the  camp  in  the  summer,  but  the  disease  was 
detected  very  early,  and  removed  to  isolation  hospital,  and  there 
was,  fortunately,  no  spread  of  the  infection. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  CASES  AND  WHERE  TREATED. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1956,  AGE  INCIDENCE. 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis.) 


Total 

Deaths 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

Dysentery  

Measles  

Food  Poisoning  

Scarlet  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Acute  Pneumonia  

Totals  

21 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


No  cases  of  diphtheria  have  occurred  in  this  district  for  the  past 
9 years.  Our  propaganda  reminding  the  public  of  the  necessity  for 
adequate  immunisation  against  the  disease  continues.  There  was  a 
national  publicity  campaign  in  March  and  April,  and  a cinema  slide 
was  shown  at  the  Rex  Cinema  for  one  week. 

The  number  of  children  under  5 years  who  are  immunised  could 
be  improved,  and  this  is  the  position  over  the  country  as  a whole. 
It  is  hoped  that  parents  will  realise  the  necessity  for  this.  It  is 
regrettable  that  primary  immunisations  have  at  times  to  be  per- 
formed at  schools  instead  of  in  infancy. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  the  schools  is  excel- 
lent, and  only  falls  short  of  100  per  cent,  because  of  illness  or 
absence  from  school  of  some  children  on  the  day  the  school  is 
visited. 


Immunisation:  School  children. 

Only  those  children  whose  immunisation  is  compete  are  re- 
garded as  “ immunised,”  i.e.,  two  primary  injections  or  a re-immu- 
nising dose  within  the  preceding  5 years  being  necessary.  The 
figures  for  the  past  8 years  are  given  below: 


*949 

92-56 

1953 

96-37 

1950 

92.92 

1954 

93.12 

i95i 

95.66 

1955 

92.80 

1952 

96.66 

1956 

94.08 

Private  Schools. 

In  addition  to  the  sessions  held  at  maintained  schools,  one  was 
held  at  a private  school  at  the  request  of  the  Principal. 
Immunisation  of  Pre-School  Children. 

The  percentages  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  immunised 
during  the  last  eight  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


1949 

65-99 

1953 

50.21 

1950 

74-59 

1954 

50.39 

i95i 

50-34 

1955 

54^5 

1952 

47-45 

1956 

49-15 

Home  Visiting  Scheme  for  Pre-School  Children,  Immunisation 
against  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria,  and  Vaccination  against 

Smallpox. — Due  to  the  absence  through  illness  of  the  Medical  Offi- 
cer of  Health  this  scheme  had  to  be  abandoned  by  the  Deputy  for 
a great  part  of  the  year,  and  so  the  figures  are  considerably  lower 
than  for  previous  years.  The  following  treatments  were  given. 
Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 
First  injections  ...  3 First  injections  ...  3 

Second  injections  ...  4 Second  injections  ...  2 

Third  injections  ...  2 


Vaccinations  against 
Smallpox  ...  ...  2 


Combined  Diphtheria -Per- 
tussis Immunisation. 

First  injections  ...  2 
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This  makes  a total  of  18  treatments  in  the  homes  carried  out 
by  Dr.  Pollock. 

Although  it  is  felt  to  be  more  efficacious  to  give  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  separately,  parents  are 
beginning  to  request  combined  treatment  because  this  involves 
fewer  injections. 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION. 

Vaccination  is  offered  to  all  children  at  the  same  time  as  diph- 
theria and  whooping  cough  immunisation,  and  is  performed  also  in 
the  home  if  this  is  desired.  The  following  table  gives  details  of 
vaccination  carried  out  in  the  district  during  1956: — 


Number  of  persons  Vaccinated 

Age  at  Date  of 

or 

Re- Vaccinated 

Vaccination 

Under 

1 

1 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

118 

1 

10 

1 

5 

135 

Number  Re- Vaccinated 

— 

— 

2 

n 

19 

32 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

It  is  now  over  four  years  since  the  whooping  cough  immunisa- 
tion scheme  came  into  being,  and  the  percentage  of  children  treated 
is  steadily  increasing.  The  percentage  under  the  age  of  one  year 
immunised  has  risen  from  50.0  in  1955  to  63.3  in  1956.  More 
mothers  are  willing  to  accept  whooping  cough  immunisation  if  it  is 
combined  with  diphtheria  immunisation,  so  reducing  the  number 
of  injections  required. 

The  main  value  of  whooping  cough  immunisation  is  in  the  first 
year  of  life,  and  it  should  be  given  as  early  as  possible.  The 
younger  the  sufferer  the  greater  the  danger  from  whooping  cough. 
No  effort  is  made  to  give  boosting  doses  in  later  years,  the  protec- 
tion given  by  the  initial  course  of  treatment  being  considered  suffi- 
cient to  carry  the  child  through  until  it  is  old  enough  for  whooping 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

1 to  4 

Total  under  5 

5 to  15 

1956. 

Number  Immunised 

• 93 

44 

137 

25 

Estimated  Population  . . 

• 147 

9*5 

1,062 

2,006 

Percentage  Immunised  ... 

63.3 

4.8 

12.9 

1.2 

1955. 

Number  Immunised 

• 73 

59 

132 

28 

Estimated  Population  .. 

146 

886 

1,032 

L994 

Percentage  Immunised  ... 

50.0 

6.7 

12.8 

i-4 
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In  addition  to  the  treatments  given  in  the  children’s  homes  by 
Dr.  Pollock,  the  following  children  were  treated  by  private  doctors 
or  at  Welfare  Centres  during  1956: 


Private  doctors. 

126 


Welfare  Centres. 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION. 

A scheme  for  vaccination  of  children  against  poliomyelitis 
commenced  this  year.  It  was  operated  during  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  and  then  discontinued  for  the  duration  of  the  “ polio- 
myeletis  season,”  being  resumed  again  on  December  1st.  It  was 
originally  intended  to  offer  vaccination  to  all  children  born  in  the 
years  1947  to  1954,  but  owing  to  the  shortage  of  the  vaccine  it  was 
only  possible  to  offer  it  to  children  born  in  the  months  of  March, 
August,  and  November  of  those  years.  The  scheme  is  operated  by 
the  County  Council,  and  approximately  50  children  in  the  Hasle- 
mere  Urban  District  completed  a course  of  treatment  during  1956. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE 


Immunised  1/1/56 
to  31/12/56 

Immunised 
prior  to 
1/1/56 

Estimated 
Population 
under  5 years 

Percentage 

Immunised 

1956 

147 

375 

1,062 

(Estimate  1956) 

49.15 

1955 

140 

423 

I 

1,032 

(Estimate  1955) 

54.65 

CHILDREN  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  OF  5-15  YEARS 
(Treatment  carried  out  by  Public  Health  Department.) 


Immunised 
1/1/56  to 
31/12/56 

Re- 

Immunised 
1/1/56  to 
31/12/56 

Immunised 
prior  to 
1/1/56  and 
still  at 
School 

Estimated 

Population 

5-15  years 

Per- 

centage 

Immu- 

nised 

1956 

11 

192 

1,086 

1,166 

(S.C.C.  Schools) 
2,006 

(Estimate  1956) 

94.08 

92.17 

1955 

13 

181 

1.095 

1,194 

(S.C.C.  Schools) 
1,994 

(Estimate  1955) 

92.80 

90.52 

IMMUNISED  IN  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS 
(Information  obtained  from  Principals  of  n Private  Schools 
out  of  15  circularised) 


No.  of  Children 
on  Register 


No.  Immunised 


Percentage 

Immunised 


851 


752 


88.37 
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IMMUNISATION  STATE,  BY  SCHOOLS,  AS  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  VISITING  NURSE. 

Following  are  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Visiting 
Nurse  in  the  Haslemere  Urban  District: 


School  Immunisation  Visits 
Under  5 years — Immunisation  Visits 

Tuberculosis  Visits  

Vaccination  Visits 

Special  Home  Visits 

Scarlet  Fever 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

Aged  Persons  


21 
81 

4 

2 

22 
10 
42 

3 


Total 


185 


SCHOOL  ABSENTEES. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  children  absent  from 
school  suffering,  or  suspected  to  be  suffering,  from  any  infectious 
or  contagious  disease,  including  contacts  with  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 


SCHOOL  ABSENTEES,  1956. 


School 

Jaundice 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

German  Measles 

Chicken-pox 

Impetigo 

Mumps 

Totals 

Hindhead  County  P 

25 

— 

7 

— 

2 4 

— 

— 

56 

Haslemere  C.  of  E.  (Infants)... 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

7 

Haslemere  C.  of  E.  (Mixed)  ... 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

Shottermill  

6 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1 

1 

17 

Grayswood  C.  of  E 

3 

6 

— 

_ 

9 

Totals 

31 

3 

10 

13 

35 

1 

2 

95 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  ravages  of  tuberculosis  are  slowing  markedly  throughout 
the  country  as  a whole,  and  throughout  the  County  of  Surrey.  In 
the  Haslemere  Urban  District  the  number  of  new  notifications  fell 
below  double  figures  for  the  first  time  in  1947  and  in  1956  was  only 
3.  The  number  on  the  register  is  less  than  ever  before. 

The  need  for  prevention  of  spread  of  infection  from  known 
cases  remains  as  important  as  ever,  but  is  now  more  attainable, 
thanks  to  modern  diagnosis  and  treatment. 
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There  were  59  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  end  of 
1956,  namely,  26  male  and  33  female,  and  the  following  table  sum- 
marises the  tuberculosis  register  as  at  31st  December  for  the  last 
twelve  years: 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  No. 
on  Register  at 
31st  December 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1945 

27 

61 

20 

15 

123 

1946 

30 

58 

18 

14 

120 

1947 

30 

60 

18 

14 

122 

1948 

35 

62 

18 

13 

128 

1949 

37 

40 

16 

13 

106 

1950 

38 

47 

15 

13 

113 

1951 

39 

44 

15 

12 

110 

1952 

37 

45 

15 

12 

109 

1953 

28 

34 

12 

10 

84* 

1954 

24 

31 

10 

10 

75* 

1955 

23 

27 

5 

6 

61* 

1956 

22 

28 

4 

5 

59* 

* Revision  of  Register. 


The  table  on  page  31  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  in  age 
groups,  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  figures  being  given 
separately. 

The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  and  deaths  in  the 
district,  with  the  corresponding  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
during  the  past  twelve  years: 


Year 

New 

1 Cases  Notified 

Notification 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death-Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 
Population 

1945 

22 

1.82 

4 

0.36 

1946 

15 

1.35 

6 

0.54 

1947 

8 

0.74 

5 

0.44 

1948 

6 

0.55 

1 

0.09 

1949 

5 

0.42 

12 

1.01 

1950 

4 

0.33 

4 

0.33 

1951 

7 

0.59 

3 

0.25 

1952 

4 

0.34 

2 

0.17 

1953 

4 

0.34 

6 

0.51 

1954 

8 

0.68 

3 

0.25 

1955 

1 

0.08 

6 

0.51 

1956 

3 

0.25 

0 

0.00 

The  3 new  cases  (primary)  entered  on  the  Register  in  1956 
were  in  Haslemere  Ward. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. — Under  the  County  Council  scheme  for 
B.C.G.  Vaccination,  treatment  is  offered  to  every  child  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  14  years.  It  is  operated  through  the  County  School 
Medical  Service. 
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NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  PLACED  UPON  THE  REGISTER. 

1951  to  1956. 


30 


31 


* Three  of  these  were  primary  notifications  and  4 were  persons  from  another  area  who  had  come  to  reside  in  the  Haslemere 

Urban  District  during  the  year. 


35 

30 

20 

10 

0 
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CANCER. 

There  were  28  deaths  from  malignant  disease  during  1956 — 
16  male  and  12  female. 

The  age  incidence  of  these  persons  is  shown  in  the  table  below. 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


Site 

20-30 

40 

-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70-80 

Over 

80 

1 

| Totals  | 

1 Grand 

| Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1956 

1955 

Alimentary 

Canal 

. 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

. 

2 

3 

2 

5 

6 

Breast 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

3 

Lung 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

1 

5 

7 

Liver 

- 

Tongue 

Other 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

9 

7 

16 

14 

1955 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

3 

7 

5 

1 

1 

17 

13 

30 

1956 

1 

1 

“ 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

5 

4 

3 

2 

16 

12 

28 

Deaths  from  Lung  Cancer 

Total  Cancer  Deaths 

Year 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1945 

1 

3 

4 

11 

19 

30 

1946 

4 

— 

4 

11 

13 

24 

1947 

— 

— 

— 

12 

15 

27 

1948 

3 

1 

4 

18 

14 

27 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

6 

14 

20 

1950 

— 

— 

— 

11 

13 

24 

1951 

3 

1 

4 

10 

15 

25 

1952 

— 

— 

5 

17 

22 

1953 

2 

— 

2 

11 

16 

27 

1954 

4 

2 

6 

11 

21 

32 

1955 

6 

1 

7 

17 

13 

30 

1956 

4 

1 

5 

16 

12 

28 
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THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT,  1956 


Half  Moon  House, 

High  Street, 

Haslemere, 

Surrey. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Haslemere 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  twenty-fourth  report  on  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Department. 

Once  again  the  main  difficulties  have  been  associated  with 
housing,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the  legislation  of  the  past  few  years 
has  failed  to  provide  a satisfactory  solution.  With  rent  control 
still  operating  and  the  cost  of  repairs  increasing,  many  owners  lack 
the  money  to  do  anything  but  the  bare  essentials,  and  statutory 
action  can  only  result  in  the  Council  doing  the  work  and  recovering 
the  cost  by  way  of  rent  over  a considerable  number  of  years. 

During  the  year  a number  of  dwellings  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion have  been  dealt  with,  but  no  actual  demolition  orders  were 
made.  In  each  case  the  alternative  procedure  of  a Closing  Order 
or  an  Undertaking  from  the  owner,  has  been  employed.  The  great 
advantage  of  this  procedure  is  that  units  of  habitation  are  retained 
and  successfully  brought  back  into  useful  life.  Not  only  does  this 
help  the  housing  problem,  but  in  many  cases  it  has  aesthetic  im- 
portance in  that  it  retains  interesting  buildings  or  groups  of  build- 
ings, and  consequently  preserves  the  character  of  the  district. 

Frequent  sampling  of  milk  and  ice  cream  has  continued  and  the 
results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  Routine  sampling  of  the  Coun- 
cil’s water  supplies  shows  a persistently  high  standard. 

Inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  con- 
tinued, and  in  most  cases  necessary  action  has  been  indicated 


verbally.  Circumstances  differ  greatly  from  place  to  place,  and  it 


has  been  found  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  Regulations  are 


complied  with  in  the  main  but  not  in  full. 

Surveying  environmental  hygiene  in  its  modem  context  it  is 
encouraging  to  note  a livelier  public  interest,  and  this  in  itself  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  application  of  regulations  demanding  a higher 
standard. 

Work  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  has  con- 
tinued with  great  success  and  the  firm  control  originally  established 
has  been  maintained. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  J.  SHIRLEY, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


*3 

[coi 

ins 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  of: 
Dwelling-houses 
Other  Premises 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Sundry  visits  and  inspections  not  included 
above 


Total 13,400 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  at  which  nuisances  or 


defects  were  discovered 

Number  of  other  premises  at  which  nuisances  or 
defects  were  discovered  (excluding  rats  and 

80 

mice)  

Number  of  nuisances  under  Prevention 

of 

no 

Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

397 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

— 

Total  number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

5i 

1,149 

8,230 

3-5I4 

507 


Complaints. — During  the  year  226  complaints  were  received, 
of  which  176  were  in  connection  with  rats  and  mice  and  were  dealt 
with  under  the  Pests  Act  and  113  visits  were  made  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  remainder. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — No  cases  of  bug  infestation  were 
found  or  reported  to  us  during  the  year. 

Shops. — Under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  the  Public  Health  In- 
spector is  responsible  for  ensuring  that  there  is  adequate  ventilation, 
warming  and  sanitary  convenience,  whilst  the  County  Council 
controls  other  accommodation,  hours  of  employment,  etc.,  2,168 
inspections  were  made. 
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Inspection  of  Premises: — 


Premises  Inspected 
or  Nature  of  Visit 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

Nuisances 
or  Defects 
Found 

Notices 

Served 

Water  Supply  

_ 

178 

1 

Drainage  

— 

162 

20 

14 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

— 

87 

— 



Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

1 

92 

6 

4 

Movable  Dwellings  ... 
Factories  with 

7 

119 

1 

1 

Mechanical  Power 
Factories  Without 

55 

535 

9 

1 

Mechanical  Power 

48 

137 

— 

— 

Outworkers  

2 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  

4 

134 

— 

— - 

Public  Conveniences 
Theatres  and  Places 

— 

151 

9 

1 

of  Entertainment... 
Refuse  Collection 

— 

69 

— 

— 

and  Disposal 

i — 

3 

— 

— 

Rats  and  Mice 

Smoke  and  Fume 

“ 

3514 

397 

Observations 

— 

43 

— 

— 

Schools  

— 

77 

— 

— 

Under  Shops  Act 
Infectious  Disease 

2168 

10 

10 

Visits 

— 

28 

— 

— 

Rooms  Disinfected  ... 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Streams  and  Ponds... 

— 

139 

3 

— 

Hackney  Carriages  . . . 
Petrol  and  Carbide 

13 

121 

— 

— 

Stores  

38 

131 

— 

— 

Misc.  Sanitary  Visits 

— 

116 

7 

3 

Slaughterhouse 
Butchers  and  Other 

1 

422 

1 

1 

Meat  Premises 
Fishmongers  and 

13 

408 

6 

3 : 

Poulterers 
Grocers,  Greengrocers 

342 

7 

6 

and  Fruiterers 

— 

581 

13 

9 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

5 

252 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

40 

464 

4 

4 

Restaurants  

— 

320 

3 

3 

Confectioners  

— 

472 

5 

3 

Misc.  Food  Visits  ... 

— 

873 

5 

2 

1 
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MOVABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Movable  Dwellings  and  Camping  Grounds. 

Applications  dealt  with  during  the  year  ...  ...  7 

Granted  Refused 

1.  Licence  to  allow  land  to  be  used  as  site 

for  Movable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  — — 

2.  Licence  to  erect  or  station  and  use 

Movable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  7 — 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936. 

As  Petroleum  Officer  I submit  the  following  report: — 

There  are  38  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum 
Spirit.  From  17  of  these  premises  petrol  is  sold  while  at  the  other 
21  premises  petrol  is  stored  for  private  use  only.  No  licences  were 
issued  for  the  storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium.  13 1 visits  were  made 
in  all. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

Three  licences  were  issued  under  this  Act  and  the  requirements 
I embodied  in  the  licences  were  those  largely  recommended  by  the 
R.S.P.C.A.  Routine  inspections  were  carried  out. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  4 milk  retailers  in  the  district, 
whilst  7 retailers  from  outside  sell  milk  within  the  district.  252 
inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  unde! 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  (Raw 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949: — 

Dealers’  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  4 

Dealers'  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  4 

Dealers’  Licences  for  Sterilised  Milk 1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  4 
Supplementary  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  5 

Supplementary  Licences  for  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk...  1 
Supplementary  Licences  for  Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  1 
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ICE  CREAM 

There  are  40  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  Routine 
inspections  and  sampling  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

There  is  only  one  producer  of  ice  cream  in  the  district,  and  for 
the  eighth  year  running  his  product  maintained  an  excellent 
standard. 

MANUFACTURE  OF  SAUSAGES,  PRESERVED  FOOD,  ETC. 

There  are  14  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Act 
in  respect  of  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  preserved  food,  etc., 
and  no  adverse  comment  was  called  for  during  the  year. 

HOTELS  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

Routine  inspections  of  these  premises  showed  a well  maintained 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  personal  hygiene. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS. 

The  survey  of  premises  in  respect  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  has  not  yet  been  completed.  In 
the  great  majority  of  those  cases  dealt  with,  the  full  requirements 
of  the  Regulations  were  easily  implemented  as  most  of  the  premises 
were  already  very  reasonably  equipped.  Probably  the  most  vexa- 
tious aspect  was  that  concerning  sinks  and  basins,  with  particular 
reference  to  their  being  conveniently  accessible. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  4 bakehouses  in  the  district  and  134  visits  of  inspec- 
tion were  made  to  ensure  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  a satisfac- 
tory manner. 

GAME  LICENCES. 

Ten  shopkeepers  were  licensed  to  deal  in  game,  the  fee  for 
which  is  7s.  6d. 

MEAT. 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  which  is  under  private 
management.  422  visits  were  made  in  the  course  of  inspecting 
animals  slaughtered.  Four  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen. 

There  are  12  butchers’  shops  in  the  district,  all  of  which  are 
kept  in  a satisfactory  manner.  404  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises. 
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FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  district  (exclud- 
ing milk  supply)  are  as  follows: 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Cafes  and  Catering  Establishments  16 

Chemists  8 

Coffee  and  Tea 1 

Confectioners  (Flour)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Confectioners  (Sugar) 15 

Fishmongers,  Poulterers  and  Greengrocers  ...  8 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  8 

Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  ...  ...  26 

Hotels  21 

Locker-freeze  Storage  1 

Licensed  Premises  29 

Market  Stall  (W.I.).  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Storage  Premises  1 

Street  Vendors 1 

Village  Stores  (almost  general)  ...  ...  2 


vate 
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SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES. 
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This  water  could  be  used  subject  to  chlorination. 


water  could  be  used  subject 


ANALYSIS  OF  WATER  SAMPLES. 
Haslemere  U.D.C.  Supply. 


Sampling  Point 

No.  of 
Samples 

Examination 

Con- 

forming 

to 

Stan- 

dard 

Not  con- 
forming 
to 

Stan- 

dard 

Main  tap  

12 

Bacteriological 

12 

— 

Main  tap  

4 

Chemical 

4 

— 

Stand  pipe — bldg,  site 

1 

Chemical  for  coal  gas 

— 

1 

Heading  (Raw) 

12 

Bacteriological 

11 

1* 

New  Spring  No.  2 

Supplementary  . . . 

12 

Bacteriological 

6 

6* 

Tdtals  

41 

33 

8 

* These  supplies  could  be  used  subject  to  chlorination. 

An  interesting  case  arose  from  a complaint  as  to  the  Council’s 
o water  from  a service  which  had  been  laid  in  plastic  tubing  from  the 
2 main  to  a standpipe  on  a building  site. 

The  water  smelled  very  strongly  of  coal  gas  when  drawn  off 
after  it  had  been  standing  for  a time. 

On  investigation  it  was  found  that  a gas  pipe  in  the  ground 
nearby  had  recently  been  under  repair  and  the  earth  smelled 
strongly  of  gas.  When  the  water  was  submitted  for  analysis  it 
proved  to  be  contaminated  by  coal  gas,  thus  implying  that  the 
plastic  tubing  was  not  impervious  to  the  penetration  of  such  a gas. 

Subsequently  the  Council's  water  engineer  banned  the  use  of 
plastic  piping  in  the  district. 


Wey  Valley  Water  Company’s  Supply. 


Sampling  Point 

No.  of 
Samples 

Examination 

Con- 

forming 

to 

Stan- 

dard 

Not  con- 
forming 
to 

Stan- 

dard 

Main  tap  

- 

4 

Bacteriological 

4 

— 

1 Totals  

4 

1 4 

— 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
Ante  and  Post-Mortem  Examination  of  Animals. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  

522 

81 

907 

1,658 

2,158 

— 

Number  inspected  

522 

81 

907 

1,658 

2,158 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 





_ 



2 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  ... 

•371 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

— 

1-235 

— 

— 

•139 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— : 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouse  during  the  year  was: 

Due  to  Tuberculosis  3i7jlbs. 

Other  Causes  203  lbs. 


Total 520  J lbs. 
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RETAIL  SALE  INSPECTION. 


The  following  meat  and  meat  products  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  at  retail  premises: — 


Danish  Bacon 

12 

lbs. 

Frozen  Beef 

375 

lbs. 

, 

Home  Killed  Ox  Kidneys 

5 

lbs. 

Home  Killed  Steers’  Livers 

42 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

17  tins  Corned  Beef 

54 

lbs. 

12 

ozs. 

2 tins  Lambs  Tongue 

1 

lb. 

8 

ozs. 

7 tins  Luncheon  Meat 

14 

lbs. 

1 

oz. 

20  tins  Minced  Beef  Loaf 

i5 

lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

4 tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

2 

lbs. 

6 

ozs. 

11  tins  Stewed  Steak  

10 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

10  tins  Stuffed  Pork  Roll 

— 

8 

ozs. 

Total  Weight  ... 

533 

lbs. 

13 

ozs. 
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OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  other  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year: — 


1 tin  Cream 

6 tins  Evaporated  Milk 
Fish: 

2 tins  Dressed  Crab 

16  tins  Herring  Roes  ... 
5 tins  Herrings  in  Tomato 
2 tins  Pilchards 
5 tins  Red  Salmon 

Dried  Fish  

Wet  Fish 
Fruit: 

9 tins  Apricots  ... 

4 tins  Blackcurrants 
i tin  Fruit  Salad 

16  tins  Mandarin  Oranges 
i tin  Orange  Marmalade 

15  tins  Peaches 

12  tins  Pears 

25  tins  Pineapple 

1 tin  Prunes 

2 tins  Raspberries 

1 tin  Red  Plums 

2 tins  of  Two  Fruits 
Prunes 

8 tins  Soups  

1 tin  Tomato  Juice 
Vegetables: 

16  tins  Baked  Beans  ... 

1 tin  Beetroot  

3 tins  Carrots  ... 

1 tin  Mixed  Vegetables 

13  tins  Peas 

10  tins  Tomatoes 

Total  Weight  ... 


— 6 ozs. 

6 lbs. 

4 lbs.  6 ozs. 
3 lbs.  8 ozs. 
3 lbs.  4 ozs. 

1 lb.  8 ozs. 

2 lbs.  15J  ozs. 
70  lbs. 

420  lbs.  8 ozs. 

10  lbs.  11  ozs. 

3 lbs.  8 ozs. 

1 lb.  3 ozs. 
10  lbs.  13  ozs. 

2 lbs. 

20  lbs.  3 ozs. 
12  lbs.  15  ozs. 
22  lbs.  13  ozs. 

— 5 ozs. 

1 lb.  9J  ozs. 

1 lb.  3 ozs. 

2 lbs. 

30  lbs. 

7 lbs.  12J  ozs. 

— 14J  ozs. 

10  lbs.  8 ozs. 

— 15  ozs. 

2 lbs.  7 ozs. 

— 15  ozs. 

17  lbs.  3J  ozs. 

5 lbs.  6 ozs. 


677  lbs.  12^  ozs. 


All  these  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Department 
for  disposal  and  destroyed  by  burning  or  burying  in  the  appro- 
priate manner. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1940 
Report  on  Rodent  Control  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957. 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Author- 

ity 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

(inc. 

Council 

houses) 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

Total 
of  cols. 
(1) 

(2) 

& (3) 

Agricul- 

tural 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

i.  Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District.  (Notes  i 
and  2.) 

41 

3,334 

596 

3,971 

37 

2.  Number  of  properties  inspected 
as  a result  of 

(a)  Notification. 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act. 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when  visi- 
ted primarily  for  some  other 
purpose) . 

1 

8 

164 

819 

11 

76 

176 

903 

18 

3.  Total  inspections  carried  out — 
including  re-inspections. 

63 

2,826 

595 

3,484 

30 

4.  Number  of  properties  inspected 
(in  Section  2)  which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats 

<■>)  Mice 

5 

223 

46 

18 

30 

246 

76 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested  properties 
(Section  4)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority . 

5 

269 

48 

322 

— 

6.  Total  treatments  carried  out  in- 
cluding re-treatments. 

6 

300 

91 

397 

7.  Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4 of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment. 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.,  Proof- 
ing)- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Number  of  cases  in  which  de- 
fault action  was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a notice  under  Sec- 
tion 4 of  the  Act. 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

9.  Legal  Proceedings. 

— 

— 







10.  Number  of  “block”  control 
schemes  carried  out. 





- 

63 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

In- 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Cases 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

48 

137 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  above  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

55 

535 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority*  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  pre- 
mises)   ... 





_ 

( 

Totals 

103 

672 

1 

— 

♦Electrical  stations  (Section  103(1),  Institutions  (Section  104)  and 
sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sec- 
tions 107  and  108) . 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  [j 
Cases  in  | 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which  [! 
prosecu-  j 
tions  were  i 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 









— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing to  Outwork) 

1 

Totals 

7 

5 

— 

2 

— 
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Itwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 


i Nature  of  Work 

M.C. 

Line 

No. 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sec.  110 
(i)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  list 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

|y earing  Apparel 

I (Making,  etc.) 

00 

rH 

1 

Total 

_ 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 


